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Miyazawa Kenji and His Sister Toshi

ENDOH Hitoshi

Abstract

Kenji Miyazawa (27 August 1896 - 21 September 1933) was a Japanese novelist and poet born in Hanamaki,
Iwate Prefecture. He and his younger sister Toshi (5 November, 1898 - 27 November, 1922) worshiped the Lotus
Sutra and Nichiren Buddhism. Meanwhile , his family except them worshiped Jodo Shinshu, founded by Shinran
Shonin (Saint Shinran) .

After graduating from Japan Women'’s University in Tokyo, Toshi returned to her hometown Hanamaki and
became a teacher at her alma mater.

But, about a year later, Toshi had pulmonary tuberculosis and left school. In addition, her condition was
getting worse and she was almost dying.

Afraid of death, Toshi turned to her brother Kenji , who had same religion, to seek salvation. However, at that
time, Kenji was losing faith and suffering deeply. He could not even stare at his sister.

Toshi asked him to take the sleet.

Suddenly Kenji understood the true meaning of her word when he was picking up the sleet from pine tree in
home garden. The intent was to save her brother.

After his sister’s death, Kenji regained his faith, wrote many wonderful poems and fairy tales, and helped poor

peasants.






